, assumed that by the twelfth century, the practice of primogeniture had replaced the partible inheritance of an earlier period, to the great detriment of all women; challenges to Duby's thinking are found in "Georges Duby et l'histoire des femmes," Clio: Histoire, Femmes, et Sociétés 8 (1998) , passim, but esp. Amy Livingstone, "Pour une révision du 'mâle' Moyen Âge de Georges Duby," 139-54.
constance hoffman berman became more frequently than might be expected, the sole remaining heirs to countships in the region. 3 In the cases cited here, the authority and rule of early thirteenthcentury women who were patrons of Cistercian women has been ignored in part because the history of those nuns has been denied as a result of a long-standing dispute among Cistercian historians about whether or not houses of nuns were part of the Order, and if so, what constituted proof that they were Cistercian nuns . Several generations of noble women in northern France have been missed in our assessment of women's power and authority because younger historians have been warned off the study of religious women "who were not really Cistercian," and the documents for those nuns which constitute strong evidence that noble women did have power and authority. 4 Studying communities of Cistercian women provides not only evidence of the existence of those religious women, but about their secular mothers, sisters, aunts, and daughters, who were founders and benefactors of such religious communities. The activities of great noble ladies charged with managing family estates and providing for the souls of family members in the early thirteenth century in this and other regions, have now come to the fore as we rehabilitate the history of houses of Cistercian women which those great noblewomen founded. In the region west of Paris on which I concentrate here, those religious and secular women were together contributors to thirteenth-century economic development, as they encouraged the amelioration of property by the construction of mills , the consolidation of land into more effi cient holdings, and the opening up under their direction of forest and marshlands to additional settlement. The examples cited here refl ect a considerably larger phenomenon.
